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have been taken as security for Rs. 18,632, an average of Rs. 13 lOa. 7p. an acre and 14*2 times the Survey assessment; while in a like number of cases in which possession was given, 17-9 times the assessment and an average of Ks,,20 6a. 4p. per acre were advanced. Assessed land is thus proved to have acquired a considerable saleable value.
Eeinissions were given in 1871-72 in the case of land remaining waste from failure of rain to the extent of Rs. 4,849, but with this exception they have been trifling. For the last three years there has been no distraint of property or sale of occupancy rights for the collection of revenue.
In place of .the six groups for maximum rates of dry-crop assessment into which the Taluka was divided at the first settlement, the whole has been assessed together at the same rate of Rs. 2 10a., as in Amalner, and for similar reasons to those given under that Taluka. The same objections to departure from principle may be urged here with even greater force. Erandol is decidedly more favourably situated than Amalner and Chopda, in which maximum rates of Rs. 2 12a. and Rs. 3 have been adopted, and the Bombay Government have taken the lower rate proposed by the Superintendent, notwithstanding the wish of the Survey and Settlement Commissioner to adopt one of Rs. 2 12a. in default of one of Rs. 2 14a., which he would himself recommend, and the proposal of the Revenue Commissioner to raise the whole Taluka to the latter maximum. To depart from the scientific principle that the assessment on all lands should be equalized by differentiating that on those distant from markets (and therefore costing more to convey produce thence) from the burden laid on others from which the conveyance of produce to the place of sale is easy and cheap, is to create in the 33 per cent, enhancement rule a kind of fetish, to offend against which, under any circumstances whatever, is to be regarded with holy horror. It is to be hoped that at the next revision thirty years hence truer views will prevail, and the anomaly now sanctioned in both Amalner and Erandol will be done away with.
The garden land in the Taluka is entirely irrigated from wells, there, being no streams available from which water could be led by irrigation channels. At the former settlement there were